
January 18, 2010
News:

Wall on 2010 MOG: Municipalities should expect no less than what they received in 2009
On January 14th, SUMA’s Executive met with Premier Brad Wall and Minister Jeremy Harrison to discuss the status of the Municipal Operating Grant. Premier Wall strongly recommended that, in preparing their municipal operating budgets, Saskatchewan municipalities should use the 2009-2010 MOG numbers (same as they received last year). He stated that this is the “base amount” which municipalities should expect, and that his Government will do everything possible to see if an upward shift can be accommodated in this year’s challenging budget. Premier Wall also re-iterated the written commitment he made to all municipal elected officials before Christmas to fully implement the equivalent of one point of the PST before the end of his first term in office.

SUMA continues to express its desire to see the full force of the formula applied this year, as initially announced in the 2009-2010 provincial budget in order for the Province to properly fund services offered by municipalities on behalf of provincial interests. SUMA also stressed its disappointment that the current status of the MOG has in fact eroded the predictability of the formula, one very important element of the new program which was intended to remove the challenges of the incongruent provincial and municipal budget cycles.

The Minister of Municipal Affairs and SUMA acknowledged the strong Government to Government relationship which exists between the parties and invited the municipal sector to continue to work with the Ministry on this challenging matter.

SUMA Executive Election 2010
SUMA’s Chief Electoral Officer is now accepting nominations for the following SUMA Executive Committee positions:

· President

· Vice-President of Cities

· Vice-President of Towns

· Vice-President of Villages/Resort Villages/Northern Municipalities 

Nomination forms must be returned to the SUMA office, either prior to Convention, or on-site at Convention (Registration Desk), no later than the following deadlines:

    * President: 11:45 a.m. on Sunday, January 31, 2010

    * Vice-Presidents: 10:15 a.m. on Monday, February 1, 2010
Confirmed Nominations to date (January 13, 2010)

President:
Allan Earle, Mayor – Town of Dalmeny 

Rolly Zimmer, Mayor – Town of Tisdale 
Vice-President - Cities: 

Fred Clipsham, Councillor - City of Regina 

Dawn Luhning, Councillor - City of Moose Jaw 
Vice-President - Towns: 

Renaud Bissonnette, Mayor – Town of Willow Bunch 

Sharon Dickie, Mayor – Town of Shaunavon 
Tim Sterzer, Mayor - Town of Balgonie
Vice-President - Villages, Resort Villages and Northern Municipalities:

Barry Gunther, Mayor - Resort Village of Sun Valley
Elections will be held at the 2010 SUMA Convention.  Go to the SUMA website for more details.

FCM calls for municipal solidarity with Haitian communities and Earthquake relief efforts 

Following the 7.0 earthquake that struck Haiti on Tuesday, FCM is sending condolences and expressing solidarity with the people of Haiti, the mayor of Port-au-Prince and other mayors, as well the Canadian Haitian community. For the full Member’s Advisory, please click here. 
MLDP registration deadline approaches – No later than February 8, 2010
The Municipal Leadership Development Program’s March 8th modules are fast approaching. Don’t miss out! There are still a few spaces available in the Human Resources module and the Public Relations and Communications module to be held on January 30th. For registration, please contact 306-761-3725 or tedwards@sarm.ca. For more information on the MLDP, please click here
Saskatchewan Municipal Awards nominations deadline is March 19th, 2010
The 2010 Saskatchewan Municipal Awards Program has been launched and now is the time to start your submission.  All practices started in 2000 or later are eligible for an award, including those involving multiple municipalities.  You can nominate your practice or a neighbouring municipality’s practice and also be nominated in more than one category.  Categories for 2010 are:  

•
Municipal Service Excellence

•
Economic Development Leadership

•
Regional Leadership and Partnerships

•
Community Development Leadership

•
Environmental Stewardship, and 

•
Heritage Conservation Leadership – new category this year

For more information or to download nomination forms and guidelines, please visit http://www.municipalawards.ca or call 306-787-8885.  
Province awaits First Nations and Métis consultation policies: 

The province will release the new Consultation Policy Framework (CPF) after the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations (FSIN) and the Métis Nation - Saskatchewan (MNS) release their consultation position papers in March of 2010. In the meantime, consultation activity will continue to be governed by the Government of Saskatchewan Interim Guide for Consultation with First Nations and Métis People. For the complete new release, please click here. 

Convention News:  

SUMAssure Annual General Meeting

All participating subscribers of SUMAssure should plan to attend the first annual SUMAssure Annual General Meeting on Sunday, January 31, 2010 at 4pm at the Queensbury Convention Centre (Salon 2).  Subscribers can expect to receive a review of the reciprocal financials, bylaws, and auditor appointment. The floor will be open for subscribers to raise insurance related topics for discussion, and SUMAssure representatives will be on hand to answer questions.  Note: All participating subscribers may vote at the Annual General Meeting.  

SAMA Open Forum
Representatives of the Board of Directors of the Saskatchewan Assessment Management Agency (SAMA) will be holding an open forum on Tuesday, February 2 at the SUMA Convention on the 2009 Revaluation in Conference Room 6 between 12 noon and 3 p.m. The SAMA Board is holding this consultation session to address concerns, listen to property assessment issues, and discuss property assessment policy direction/potential improvements to assessment valuation services.

Event Tickets

An Evening at the RCMP Heritage Centre on Sunday, January 31st is now SOLD OUT.  We have started a waiting list, please let us know if you would like be added to the waiting list or if you have tickets, you would like to sell for the event.  We will maintain these lists until Wednesday, January 27th.  Contact the SUMA office for further information at 525-3727.

Newcomers Orientation

Sunday, January 31

4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Queensbury Convention Centre, Salon 1

Newly elected members of council that have never been to a SUMA convention are encouraged to attend the Newcomers Orientation. As a new delegate, this experience can be overwhelming, and the Newcomers Orientation is designed to provide you with the necessary information you need to get the most out of convention. 
Hosted by a SUMA board member, the orientation is intended to introduce delegates to the various convention activities, presentations and logistics of convention. The annual convention is jam packed with a number of presentations, education sessions, elections for the SUMA executive and opportunities to meet with colleagues and provincial government officials. 
A complete Convention agenda has been added to the SUMA website convention page. 
Help us to host a greener convention!

SUMA is committed to recycling and reducing waste wherever possible, as are the majority of our members. We are conscious of the effect our Convention has on the environment and will strive to minimize its impact. We encourage our delegates to join the effort by:

• Bringing your favourite travel mug or water bottle to Convention. Ceramic mugs for coffee and tea and glasses for water will be used at the refreshment stations

• Hopping on one of our shuttle buses, or car pooling with your colleagues

• Using the clearly identified recycling bins located throughout Queensbury for your plastic drink bottles

We thank you for your participation, and for recognizing that reducing waste and practicing good recycling behavior is everyone’s responsibility!

Corporate Services:
We’d like to welcome our newest SUMA Advantage partner, Suncorp Valuations. Suncorp is a full service appraisal and valuation firm that will help your municipality to receive the greatest benefit from your assets. Over the past 30 years, Suncorp has perfected assessing the value of property, as well as the tangible and intangible assets of a business enterprise. Learn more about how this partnership can work for your municipality.  

Members can obtain additional information and/or a no obligation, no-cost appraisal proposal directly from Suncorp Valuations by contacting Kindra Sowden, Business Development Associate, or Tom Gardiner, President/CEO at 306-652-0311 or via email at kindra.sowden@suncorpvaluations.com or tom.a.gardiner@suncorpvaluations.com. 
Upcoming Events:
Project Management Bootcamp Seminar

January 21 – 22, 2010 

Regina, Saskatchewan

The Consulting Engineers of Saskatchewan (CES) will host a Project Management Boot camp January 21 - 22, 2010 in Regina.  Please note there are only a limited number of spots available for the seminar and these will be filled on a first come first served basis. Download the brochure and registration form.
Smart Energy Canada

January 31 – February 2, 2010
Toronto, Ontario

The 5th annual Smart Energy Canada conference which takes place in Toronto from January 31 to February 2nd. Come and learn about the latest regulatory and technological advances in the transformation towards the smart grid in Canada. For more information, please click here. 
SUMA Convention

January 31 – February 3, 2010

Regina Saskatchewan

Media Relations Training 
Tuesday, February 16, 2010

Cossack Room, Ramada Inn

Regina, Saskatchewan
Benchmark Public Relations is offering training on Strategic Communications Planning (9am to noon) and Making the Most of Your Media Interviews (1pm to 4:30pm) on February 16, 2010. For more information, please click here.  

MCDP – Sustainable Planning and Development Workshop for Northern Communities

March 11 – 12, 2010

Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.  

The Municipal Development Capacity Program, jointly with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs – Community Planning Branch, Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation invite you to participate in a Sustainable Planning and Development Workshop for Northern Communities.  For more information, please contact Dana at 761-3737 or email her at dschmalz@sarm.ca 

For more events, visit the SUMA events calendar
Careers:
· Town of Wilkie: Public Works Level II – Expires: January 29, 2010
· Town of Morinville: Community Peace Officer I – Expires: January 31, 2010
· Municipal Capacity Development Program (MCDP): Jr. Development Officer – January 21, 2010
· Town of Vegreville: Public Works and Utilities Manager – Expires: Open until filled
· Town of Turner Valley: Chief Administrative Officer – Expires: January 29, 2010

· Woodlands County: Peace Officer - Expires: January 29, 2010
· Jasper National Park of Canada: Townsite Manager III - Expires: January 22, 2010

For Sale:
· For Sale: Zummatic Center Pivot Irrigation System – Expires: January 29, 2010

